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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, XF 

SUBJECT: PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER IN MOSCOW FOR HIGH 
LEVEL TALKS 

1. SUMMARY. SEPTEMBER 18 PRAVDA REPORTS MEETINGS IN MOSCOW 
BETWEEN PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER FARUQ AL QADDUMI AND 
GROMYKO (SEPTEMBER 17) AND CC CPSU FUNCTIONARIES ZAGLADIN AND 
RUMYANTSEV ( NO DATE). DISCUSSIONS REPORTEDLY CENTERED ON 
LEBANESE SITUATION. EMBASSY SEES SOME SIGNIFICANCE IN FACT THAT 
NO MENTION IS MADE IN ARTICLE OF NEED FOR SYRIAN TROOP WITHDRAWAL 
FROM LEBANON. END SUMMARY. 

2. ASSUME DEPARTMENT HAS FBIS TEXT OF PRAVDA ARTICLE WHICH IS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 14718 181420Z 
WRITTEN IN COMMUNIQUE STYLE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


3. FOLLOWING POINTS STRIKE US: 

- DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SOVIET AND PLO POSITIONS CAN BE DEDUCED 
FROM PRAVDA'S DESCRIPTION OF DIFFERENCE IN 

ATMOSPHERE SURROUNDING QADDUMI'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE TALKS ("WARM, 
FRIENDLY") AND HIS "EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS" WITH GROMYKO WHICH TOOK 
PLACE IN ONLY A "FRIENDLY" ATMOSPHERE. 

4. - NO MENTION IS MADE IN PRAVDA ACCOUNT OF NEED FOR SYRIAN TROOP 
WITHDRAWAL, A THEME WHICH SOVIETS HAVE BEEN SOUNDING MORE FORCEFULLY 
IN LAST FEW WEEKS. THIS, PLUS PRAVDA ARTICLE'S EMPHASIS 

ON IMPORTANCE OF LEBANESE CEASEFIRE AND ACHIEVEMENT OF A 
POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE CRISIS IN ORDER TO ENABLE ARAB PROGRESSIVE 
FORCES "ESPECIALLY THOSE DRAWN INTO LEBANESE EVENTS" TO FIND A PATH 
TOWARD COOPERATION, INDICATES THAT SOVIETS MAY NOW BE APPLYING 
SOME PRESSURE TO PALESTINIAN SIDE IN ORDER TO MOVE THEM CLOSER TO 
SYRIANS. 

5. - TIMING OF CONSULTATIONS - ON EVE OF SARKIS' ACCESSION TO 
OFFICE, AT SAME TIME AS CAIRO MEETINGS - SURELY SUGGESTS AIM OF 
INSERTING SOVIET INFLUENCE AT MOST PROPITIOUS MOMENT FOR ITS 
MAXIMUM REALIZATION. 

6. AL-AHRAM CORRESPONDENT INFORMS US THAT QADDUMI LEFT MOSCOW 
MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 18 AFTER BEING HERE "SEVERAL DAYS". WE 
ASSUME HE MET FIRST WITH INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF CC CPSU 
(FIRSTDEPUTY CHIEF ZAGLADIN AND DEPUTY CHIEF RUMYANTSEV) 

AND THEN WITH GROMYKO. PRAVDA ARTICLE DOES NOT MENTION PRESENCE 
OF INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT CC CPSU CHIEF PONOMAREV, AND THERE IS 
SOME DOUBT WHETHER PONOMAREV IS EVEN IN TOWN. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRAVDA, QADDUMI WAS ACCOMPANIED ON HIS TALKS BY 
LOCAL PLO REP ASH-SHA'IR. WE NOTE THAT INTERVIEW WITH ASH-SHA’IR 
IS SCHEDULED FOR MOSCOW TV THIS EVENING. TITLE: "IMPERIALIST 
PLOT IN LEBANON." 

MATLOCK 
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